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The 11th Session of the UN Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing (OEWG) is expected to take place 

from 29 March-1 April 2021. 

On 1 May 2020, the UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres declared: “Build stronger legal 

frameworks at both national and international levels to protect the human rights of older persons, 

including by accelerating the efforts of the General Assembly’s working group to develop proposals 

for an international legal instrument to promote and protect the rights and dignity of older 

persons”. 

The Secretary-General also launched a Global Conversation on how we can shape our future 

together.  Under Commitment 1 “ We will leave no one behind”, one of the key solutions proposed 

include: 

“ Governments should take steps to ratify and support the universal rights of people with disabilities 

and promote the creation of an UN convention to protect the rights of older people”. 

Why do we need a convention for older people? 

Age discrimination and ageism are tolerated across the world, and older people experience 

discrimination and the violation of their rights at family, community and institutional levels. 

A convention on the rights of older persons would, among other things: 

- View older persons as rights-holders, and not merely an issue of medical rehabilitation and 

social welfare. 

- Codify their rights into one single document. 

- Establish a common, global understanding of the definitions and minimum standards of 

practice. 

- Act as an anti-discriminatory tool to challenge prevailing negative stereotypes about old age 

- Improve State accountability and transparency with respect to actions taken for older 

persons. 

- Create societies and environments for all ages, where older persons are also able to 

contribute, prosper and enjoy their rights. 
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