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For 25 years, the UN Trust Fund to End Violence against Women (UN Trust Fund) has leveraged its 

unique mandate through partnering with UN Member States, UN agencies, civil society and women’s 

rights organizations to deliver upon one mission: ending violence against women and girls globally. 

Since 1996, the UN Trust Fund has expanded its work in scope and in depth to ensure no woman or 

girl is left behind. 

This year, as the UN Trust Fund marks 25 years, we were cordially invited to join in commemorating 

this 25-year long journey of grant-giving, of support to civil society and women’s rights organizations, 

and of commitment to making the right of women and girls to live a life free of violence a reality for 

all. 

Centered in the voices of civil society, women’s rights organizations and survivors of violence, the 

event spotlighted the key role these organizations play as drivers of the ending violence against 

women agenda and reiterated the need to continue resourcing their work at this critical time of 

collective recovery from the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on women’s rights globally. 

10 key pathways to prevent violence against women and girls were identified and each theme will be 

explored in conversations with 10 grantees, resulting in a detailed report per theme published on a 

rolling basis in 2021 and 2022. The ten themes are as follows on: 1-community mobilization; 2-

engaging faith-based and traditional actors; 3-exploring intersectional approaches; 4-mobilizing 

women as agents of change; 5-training for behavior change; 6-adolescent-focus approaches; 7-

resistance and backlash; 8-adaptative programming; 9-working together for survivor-centred, multi-

sector responses; 10-working together for law and policy implementation and reform. 

The speakers included high-level statement from UN officials as well as reflections from prominent 

civil society and government representatives to reaffirm our collective commitment to championing 

local and grassroots interventions directly serving the needs of women and girls. 

Source: un women/untf 

 

Martine Gayon 

UN Representative, New York 

 


